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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, US, UR (VINS, PETER) 

SUBJECT: CONTINUED DETENTION OF PETER VINS 

REF: MOSCOW 18090 

1 . PETER VINS, SON OF IMPRISONED UKRAINIAN DISSIDENT 
BAPTIST LEADER, GEORGIY VINS, CONTINUES TO BE DETAINED 
IN KIEV. FOLLOWING HIS ARREST ON DECEMBER 8, 1977, HE 

WAS SENTENCED TO FIFTEEN DAYS DETENTION FOR HOOLIGANISM. 

ON DECEMBER 21, HE WAS SENTENCED TO AN ADDITIONAL 
FIFTEEN DAYS DETENTION FOR PARASITISM. IF HE IS NOT 
FURTHER DETAINED, HE SHOULD BE RELEASED ON JANUARY 7, 

1978. 

2. VINS' FAMILY, WHO REPORTED THE ABOVE TO THE KIEV 
ADVANCE PARTY ON DECEMBER 27, STATED THEY VISITED THE 
OFFICE OF THE KIEV PROSECUTOR TO PROTEST THE ADDITIONAL 
DETENTION. THEY EXPLAINED THAT PETER VINS HAS BEEN 
PREVENTED FROM HOLDING A JOB OR ATTENDING SCHOOL AS 

A REPRISAL AGAINST HIS FATHER'S ACTIVITIES. THEREFORE. 
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TO DETAIN HIM FOR NOT HAVING A JOB IS UNFAIR. THE 
PROSECUTOR REPLIED THAT THE MATTER WAS "OUT OF HIS 
HANDS”, STATING THE FORMAL CHARGE WAS FOR PARASITISM 
BUT HINTING THAT THE REAL REASON FOR VINS' DETENTION 
WAS BECAUSE OF HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE KIEV CHAPTER 
OF THE HELSINKI MONITORING GROUP. 
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3. THE FAMILY HAS ATTEMPTED TO VISIT VIS ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS BUT HAVE NOT BEEN ABOE TO SEE HIM OR WRITE 
TO HIM DIRECTLY. THE FAMILY WAS ABOE TO DELIVER 
WINTER CLOTHING TO HIM. BUT HAVE HEARD HS IS ILL. 

THEY STATE HE IS ON A DIET OF WATER AND UNSWEETENED 
TEA ONLY, ALTHOUGH NORMAL DETAINEES HAVE TEA WITH 
SUGAR AND BREAD TWICE A DAY. THE FAMILY REPORTED THAT 
VINS HAD A MAIOR STOMACH OPERATION WHEN HE WAS 

THREE YEARS OLD, HAS CONTINUED TO HAVE STOMACH PROBLEMS, 
AND THAT HIS PRESENT DIET HAS AGGRAVATED HIS CONDITION. 
THEY HAVE APPEALED TO THE AUTHORITIES TO HAVE VINS' 
MEDICAL CONDITION CHECKED. VINS IN FACT HAS BEEN 
TAKEN TO A HOSPITAL TWICE DURING HIS DETENTION, BUT 
BOTH TIMES TO THE PAVLOV PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL, WHERE 
HE HAS BEEN PRONOUNCED "HEALTHY.'' 

4. IN A RELATED MATTER, THE FAMILY RECEIVED A TELEGRAM 
FROM EUGENE VOSS IN SWITZERLAND, STATING THAT SWISS 
INVITATIONS FOR VINS AND HIS BROTHER AND SISTER TO USE 
TO EMIGRATE WERE AVAILABLE AT KIEV OVIR. WHEN THEY 
CHECKEC, THEY FOUND THE OVIR AUTHORITIES CLAIMED NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF RECEIPT OF THE INVITATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: THE VINS FAMILY IS CONCERNED THAT PETER 
WILL BE DETAINED INDEFINITELY BY ADDITIONS OF SMALL 
SENTENCES FOR MINOR INFRACTIONS, THUS AVOIDING A 
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PUBLIC TRIAL THAT MIGHT RECEIVE PUBLICITY. THEY ALSO 
ARE FEARFUL THAT HIS CURRENT DIET WILL LEAD TO MAJOR 
MEDICAL PROBLEMS. FINALLY, THEY ARE WORRIED THAT 
OVIR DENIALS OF THE RECEIPT OF INVITATIONS FOR 
EMIGRATION MAY INDICATE THE DOOR IS CLOSING ON THE 
POSSIBILITY FOR PETER VINS AND HIS BROTHER AND SISTER 
TO EMIGRATE. 
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